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For Tonight, we will present “what is the Church”

A Holy Mystery- The life of the Trinity

A Sacrament- The institution that affects the grace of God

People of God/Body of Christ- The living stones

A Communion- United in faith, a sharing in Gods Kingdom
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Let’s take a quick look about some of the New testament scriptures say about the Church. 

(read verses)

We can also see how the Early Church Fathers interpreted scripture, and in particular, St 

Augustine in the 4th century on the “Parable of the good Samaritan”

The man who fell among robbers-US

The robber-satan

The Levite & Priest-religious leaders of the OT

The good Samaritan-Jesus

The Oil & Wine- sacraments, anointing of the sick/The cup of salvation, Eucharist

The Inn & Inn keeper- The church and the new covenant leaders. The coins are Gods 

unending grace to the church
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In the Old Testament God chose the Israelites to be His people. (CCC, 761 – 762, 778)

In the New Testament, Jesus calls his disciples to form a community of faith as the people 

of the New Covenant. Jesus inaugurates the Church through his preaching and teaching and 

in His total self-giving on the cross (CCC, 763 – 766)

▪The Church: It is a Liturgical Assembly-Local community of believers-World Wide Church

Today this community of faith, hope and love is continued in the Catholic Church. The 

Church is a mystery that is both visible and spiritual, human and divine, a hierarchical 

society and the Mystical Body of Christ (CCC, 771, 779)
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The Church is the “sacrament of salvation,” which is to say that the Church is the “sign and 

instrument” of our union with God and of our union with one another. (CCC, 774). Explain 

what a Sacrament is and emphasize that the visible Church holds the 7 Sacraments 

instituted by Christ. 

The Church is the “visible plan of God’s love for humanity” (CCC 775 – 776)

▪
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We are members of the People of God by faith and baptism. In our common faith in Jesus 

Christ, we form “one family and one People of God – a priestly, prophetic and royal people 

(CCC 781 – 786)

We share in his witness

How do we become a member of this Church? Faith & Baptism

Christ provides his graces through the Church. As the Temple of the Holy Spirit the church 

sanctifies her members and pours out gifts and charisms for building up the Church

It is not just “Me & Jesus” We are called to community 
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The Church is the Body of Christ. In the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist “Jesus Christ, 

once dead and now risen, establishes the community of believers as his own Body.” In this 

one Body of Christ, there is a diversity of members, functions and gifts. Christ is the head of 

His Body, the Church (787 – 796)

The Universal Church- Tell the story of Iraq 2009
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The Catholic Church has the entirety of Christs gifts to his people. Bishop Robert Barron 

describes the ‘Primacy” of the catholic Church
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